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ABSTRACT 
 
This session will provide an overview of how homes are labeled and energy raters are certified in the U.S. 
 
The Residential Energy Services Network (RESNET) is a private non-profit organization.  RESNET’s activities 
include: 

• Maintains the national home energy rating standards 
• Accredits rating providers, rating software programs, and rater training providers 
• Work with the U.S. mortgage industry in developing and promoting residential energy financing 

products 
 
Home energy ratings in the U.S. involve the labeling of a home on its energy performance by a certified building 
performance professional.  Home energy ratings were introduced in America in 1984.  Ratings are used for: 

• Incorporating energy efficiency into the mortgage loan (energy mortgages) 
• ENERGY STAR Homes labeling 
• Verification of a homes compliance to energy codes 
• Verification of federal tax credits 

 
The ENERGY STAR Homes Program is a federal sponsored voluntary program to reduce carbon dioxide 
production in new homes. In 2004 over 130,000 homes were rated through the RESNET standards.   Energy 
mortgages increases the home buying power of consumers by financing the energy upgrades in the mortgage 
loan and using the ensuing energy savings in qualifying for a home loan. 
 
The RESNET standards address: 

• Rating program administration 
• Technical guidelines 
• Rater training and qualification 
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Rating Improvement Report 
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